RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYEE
and chin nearly met. His voice, once heard, could never be forgotten, or mistaken for that of any other person. If he appeared in the street he was "the observed of all observers." He was a capital actor of Scotch parts, and very funny in all that he did. His style being so marked, so peculiarly his own, there was never any mistaking the man. Alec began his theatrical career in the most humble way. He had, however, wonderful perseverance and energy. His first performances in G-lasgow were given in a loft. Although he was laughed at and quizzed, nothing could daunt him. He held his own, and became not only the manager but the proprietor of the most gorgeous theater outside of London. It was somewhat flamboyant in decoration, but, in its way, an ornament to Dunlop Street, where it was situated. Few visitors to Glasgow would leave the city without taking ar peep at Alec and his theater. There he played all sorts of parts, including tragedy, comedy, burlesque, and farce, and he even sang comic songs and danced sailors' hornpipes 9i-7layed only three nights a week, it was far from being an uncomfor-* * '                                  table sort of life. On the non-play nights
